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Unity 

Christmas Giveaway 
Monday, Dec. 19, 2016 

in the FLC 

  Sign-ups located in the hallway,  

organ side of the sanctuary   

We could use your help at 3pm 

with our assembly line filling the 

bags or at 5pm serving. 

(Check out the Unity Corner  

article for more info) 
 

 

 

 

 

John Rosemond  
Parenting  
Conference 

“The Ten Biggest  

Mistakes Parents Make 

(and How to Stop  

Making Them!)” 

Sunday, 

January 29, 2017 

2pm-5:30pm 
 

Look inside for  

more info...  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

2016 TBC  

Christmas  
Programs 

December 11, 10:30 a.m.  

Joy Choir Musical 
 

December 18, 6:00 p.m.  

Christmas Night of Worship 
The Christmas Night of Worship will be a special time of worship focused  

on the Christmas season through music and Scripture led by our Sanctuary  

Choir, Children’s Choirs, and Worship Team. 
 

December 24, 4:00 p.m.  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 

December 25, 10:00 a.m.  

Christmas Day Worship 
With Christmas falling on Sunday this year, we’ll  

have an abbreviated morning schedule with no  

Sunday School and a worship service at 10 a.m. 

TABERNACLE BAPTIST CHURCH 

CORNER OF BROAD & GEORGE STREET  *  P.O. BOX 1510 

NEW BERN *NORTH CAROLINA * 28563 

(252) 637-4166  * FAX  (252) 637-0436 
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 It’s hard to believe that we’re entering 

the last month of 2016. By now you’ve had your 

fill of turkey and pumpkin pie and setting your 

sight squarely on a Honey Baked Ham, Christ-

mas cookies, and lots of eggnog. But, as you 

already know, our focus during the Christmas 

season isn’t so much on the traditional trappings 

of this time of year but on a critical feature of 

God’s work of redemption. When we think of 

the gospel we often think about Easter. Our 

thoughts naturally gravitate toward Christ cruci-

fied and resurrected. And there’s a good reason 

for that. In those two events reside the hopes of 

humanity when it comes to sin, judgment, and 

eternal life. Not only do we have Christ suffering 

God’s wrath in our place but we also have Him 

breaking the power of sin and death through the 

resurrection.  

However, it can be easy to miss the 

fact that Easter is only possible because of Christ-

mas. Not only do we have all kinds of Old Testa-

ment prophecies that need to be fulfilled but we 

also need the virgin birth. Why is that one event 

so important? It is more than just a miracle. It 

amounts to God’s divine protection for Jesus to 

ensure that He is fully God and fully man. The 

only way the cross stands as an acceptable sacri-

fice that can actually provide atonement for our 

sin and satisfy God’s wrath is for Jesus to be a 

perfect sacrifice and a perfect priest. So Jesus 

took on real flesh and endured all that comes with 

living life in the flesh, with the exception of sin. 

Therefore, he is able to receive the punishment 

that humans deserve. It is in the truth of the incar-

nation of Christ that we can confess “For our 

sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 

that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God (I Cor 5:21).” So this means that Christmas 

should elicit the same kind of praise, joy, and 

worship that Easter may elicit.  

It is with that in mind that we embark 

on a journey together. Beginning on the first 

Sunday in December and going through the rest 

of 2017 we’re going to give our full attention to 

the book of Romans. Even though Romans may 

not be your “go to” book when it comes to 

Christmas, the opening passage is firmly rooted 

in the promise of the incarnation. For Paul, the 

manner in which Christ came to this earth is just 

as important as the manner in which He died and 

rose from the dead as far as the gospel is con-

cerned. So lest you think we won’t consider 

Mary and Joseph, Shepherds, Wise Men, and 

prophecy, rest assured that a careful consideration 

of the opening verses of Romans give us ample 

opportunity to explore these familiar stories. But 

here’s our real goal during this time of year. 

While many people make much of the slogan, 

“Keep Christ in Christmas” I think we should 

take it a step further. The church needs to “Keep 

the Gospel in Christmas.” If all we do is enjoy 

traditional stories of a baby in swaddling clothes 

and lying in a manger we miss the point. Let us 

remember that during this season we have the 

best opportunity of the year to share with those 

around us the true meaning of hope, peace, love, 

and joy. All of it is found in knowing the cruci-

fied and resurrected Lord who was fully God and 

fully man. 

Now I think I should warn you. The 

book of Romans can be challenging to say the 

least. Not only does the theology of the book get 

deep, but it also addresses issues like God’s judg-

ment, man’s depravity, election, predestination, 

the nature of Christian living, eternal security, and 

more. But I can think of no study more important 

as we enter 2017. Given the tumult of this elec-

tion year, and the uncertainty of what our nation 

will look like moving forward, let us turn our 

attention to God’s Word as we allow Him to 

form our minds and govern our actions.  

I love being your pastor, 

Scott 

There is a song in our hymnal that goes like 

this:  

Love came down at Christmas; 

Love all lovely, Love divine. 

Love was born at Christmas; 

Star and angel gave the sign. 

 

I don’t want to argue with the hymnal: of 

course, the incarnation of Jesus Christ, the second 

person of the Godhead, was an act of divine love. 

But maybe there is more to it than that. Another 

song in the hymnal says this: 

Saints before the altar bending, 

Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

In His temple shall appear. 

 

That stanza from Angels from the Realms 

of Glory is a direct reference to Malachi 3:1: 

“The Lord whom you seek will suddenly come 

to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant 

in whom you delight, behold, he is coming.” 

Theologians agree that the messenger of the 

covenant in Malachi 3 is indeed Jesus, and that 

this prophecy was fulfilled when Jesus was 

brought into the temple in Luke 3. What makes it 

interesting is that God’s goodness and love aren’t 

really the topic at hand in Malachi. Rather, it is 

his judgment. In verse 2, the prophet says, “But 

who can endure the day of his coming, and who 

can stand when he appears?” Verse 5 says, “I will 

draw near to you for judgment.” These verses 

don’t exactly give us the same “warm fuzzies” as 

mangers and mistletoe. Rather than the image of 

the sweet baby Jesus, Malachi speaks of the 

Lord’s arrival as an unpleasant event—not for 

him, but for us. 

It seems that most every year we get so 

focused on the pleasantness of the season, with its 

sights and sounds and warm traditions, that we 

lose sight of the truth that the reason Jesus had to 

come to earth at all is actually pretty ugly. God’s 

arrival into his creation was necessary because of 

our sin. The problem of sin was so serious that 

God had to intervene, not from a distance, but 

personally and physically. He had to come to 

earth to deal with it in person, so he could ulti-

mately face God’s judgment on the cross in our 

place. 

But while we are spared from eternal judg-

ment of punishment for sin, we must still endure 

God’s judgment of purification from sin. That’s 

why Malachi says when he comes, “He is like a 

refiner’s fire and like fuller’s soap. He will sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 

the sons of Levi.” This purification for the believ-

er is what we know as sanctification, the process 

through which the Holy Spirit conforms us to the 

image of Christ. 

Our hope is this: although God’s judgment 

is necessary and unpleasant, it is always success-

ful. We can rest assured knowing that “He who 

calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.” (1 

Thess. 5:24) Even through the refining fire of 

affliction in this life, we know that “this light 

momentary affliction is preparing for us an 

eternal weight of glory beyond all compari-

son.” (2 Cor. 4:17) Just as the people of Israel 

looked hopefully to God’s first arrival, we also 

hopefully anticipate his second coming in 

power and might to complete his work of judg-

ment and usher in an eternity in his presence. 
 

Merry Christmas! 

John 
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"If there is no cross in my 

Christmas, then my Christ-

mas has lost Christ; and 

what is the manger if not 

for the Messiah, the one 

who saves us with scars?" (Ann Voskamp)

  

It is hard to imagine that Christmas is upon us 

once again.  Like for many of you, it is one of 

my favorite times of year, though I must admit 

that this is often for all the wrong reasons.  Or, at 

the very least I should say, it is not always for the 

right reason.  Not that it is inherently wrong to 

look forward to time with family, giving and 

receiving presents, cutting down and decorating 

a tree, or basking in the aura of houses and streets 

lines with lights and garland.  However, I fear 

that if you are anything like me, you too may run 

the risk of rushing through the holiday without 

stopping to reflect upon and embrace the true 

“reason for the season.”  So in the theme of stick-

ing with bumper sticker slogans, and at the risk 

of sounding terribly cliché, may I challenge you 

to resist the temptation to “coexist” with the 

shallow, corporate-driven, cultural celebration of 

the season and to “keep Christ in Christmas” this 

year? 

Now some of you are surely thinking that I am 

being a major Scrooge.  After all, you may argue 

that many of us observe Christmas by setting up 

our nativity scenes, placing an angel atop our 

trees, lauding the life of the real St. Nicholas, 

exercising charity by giving special gifts to those 

less fortunate, or any of a myriad other things 

that “good Christians” are supposed to do this 

time of year.  “What more would you expect of 

us?” you might ponder.  But while all of these 

things are potentially good and meaningful, I 

enquire, will you take time to reflect on the won-

der and the significance of the incarnation this 

Christmas season?  Will you pause to consider 

the awesome mystery that the omnipotent, omni-

present, Creator not only took on the limitations 

of human flesh, but of a human nature, and that 

He did it all for our good and for His glory? 

At Christmas, it is far too tempting for us, even 

as Christians, to think only of the helpless, inno-

cent infant, without acknowledging the radical 

purpose for which He came into the world.  Je-

sus became man because our sin necessitated it.  

He was born so that He could die.  He humbled 

Himself that we might be exalted with Him.  As 

stated in I Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake he 

made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 

him we might become the righteousness of 

God.”  Christ’s earthly ministry, inaugurated by 

His virgin birth, stands as the crossroads of histo-

ry.  God’s Christ, His sole means of salvation, 

had come into the world to complete a work that 

would culminate at the cross.  So as alluring as it 

may be to focus our eyes solely upon the babe at 

Bethlehem, may we not forget that the peace that 

the angels proclaimed to the shepherds is not 

harmony between the nations or even comfort 

for all peoples, but the peace of salvation re-

served exclusively for “those with whom he is 

pleased” (Luke 2:14).  And let us remember that 

this peace was not ultimately secured at Bethle-

hem but purchased at Calvary.  So this Christ-

mas, as we celebrate the incarnation, may we 

boldly proclaim that this child of Christmas, born 

of the virgin and laid in a trough, is the same 

Jesus of Easter, who was slain for His people and 

who conquered the grave; that the child brought 

forth in the humblest of circumstances is the 

King of kings and Lord of lords, both the Savior 

of His people and the Judge of the world!  May 

we eagerly await His second coming with as 

much anticipation and passion as we celebrate 

His first! 

To Him be the glory! 

Aaron 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
It really is the most wonderful time of the year! 

Dec. 11 last night of Awana 

Dec. 15 Tabernacle Preschool Christmas Program 

Dec. 18 Children sing AM service 

Dec. 25 No Sunday School 

Dec. 17 10am-1 

Parents Morning out! 

Call Office to Sign-Up 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi76tirmbDQAhUKQSYKHXpPAB4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elmwood-church.org%2Fwp%2Fevent%2Fyouth-christmas-party%2F&bvm=bv.139138859,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFGLUyo1TSi
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwijz5vPqY_OAhXLbT4KHVtGBkgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.centralschwenkfelder.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F06%2F&bvm=bv.127984354,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEyVRU5
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj0ktuCzs7QAhUGLSYKHSaADEUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkid.com%2Fchristmas-train-free-cliparts%2F&bvm=bv.139782543,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFyiXGVFARoxAIEx2AOa
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WMU Spotlight - 

Brenda Wood   

“Serving One Another  

In Love” (Gal: 5:13) 
 

The 2016 Lottie Moon Brunch held on 

Saturday, November 19th at the FLC was 

well attended and ladies enjoyed several 

presentations, and inspiring music by Gid-

eon Auxiliary member Sandra Baldree!  

The Christmas decorations and Chinese 

theme provided the annual backdrop as 

we honored Miss Lottie, a Southern Bap-

tist Missionary to China for nearly 40 

years.   An evangelistic theme continued 

throughout the session including a “Lottie 

Moon – Crewe, VA” presentation by 

Brenda Wood who traced Lottie’s foot-

prints and connected the dots as to Lot-

tie’s acquaintance with the quaint little 

town of Crewe, VA located three and a 

half hours north of New Bern.  Maureen 

Thompson reminded the group about IMB 

objectives and assistance to missionaries 

while Diana Reid shared a bio on Miss 

Lottie.  A big thank you to all that donated 

the delicious breakfast casseroles and oth-

er items on the morning buffet!  Also, 

WMU appreciates the audio tech assis-

tance provided by Scott Wilson and John 

Strickland! 
 

A Dec 10th “Lottie Moon” Get-together 

for all ladies of the Association will be 

held at Cherry Point Baptist between 1-

3pm.  Light refreshments, fellowship, a 

Lottie Moon Presentation, and Christmas 

caroling will be enjoyed! 
 

Awana Missions -  Brenda Wood was 

requested to provide information to the 

Awana children, grades Kindergarten to 

6th grade on Sunday evening, Nov 20th at 

FLC, about Lottie Moon and why she is 

still remembered today!  Children enjoyed 

seeing a slide presentation and learning 

how to speak “Jesus Loves Me” in Chi-

nese, and WMU provided complimentary 

“prayer inscribed pencils” and Jesus stick-

ers to the children.  Such a privilege to 

share Lottie with that age group.  Many 

thanks to Laura Cole! 
 

Preschool Missions – WMU has been 

asked to provide 30 dozen cookies to our 

preschool children and their families be-

fore the Christmas vacation dismissal on 

Dec 14th!  We want to thank Jane Fergu-

son for allowing the WMU to assist in 

such a gratifying way and WMU will in-

clude the preschool children and their 

families in our prayers!  The preschool 

teachers, SusanWilliams and Jane Fergu-

son are an amazing blessing to Tabernacle 

Baptist! 

International Missions Week of Prayer 

Please be in prayer for our church’s com-

mitment to the Great Commission by 

helping to fund missionaries internally 

through the Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-

ing approaching in December!  TBC’s 

goal is $18,000 and the International Mis-

sions Week of Prayer is Dec 4th-11th  fol-

lowed by the Lottie Moon Christmas of-

fering through the month of December.  

What a tremendous opportunity to person-

ally help reach the lost for Christ! 

 

Don’t forget to pick up a few Free Gideon 

cards found on the display in the back of 

our church.  Each time a greeting card is 

sent, you have an opportunity to donate a 

$5 bible in honor or memory of someone 

and the bible goes to the Gideons on the 

front lines handing out bibles to the un-

reached!  Extra cards, including Gideon 

Christmas cards may be obtained from 

Brenda Wood by contacting her at 638-

8819!  This is a great and easy way to 

personally share in the Great Commission 

for Jesus and you don’t even have to leave 

your home except to drop the cards in 

your mailbox! 

 

 “Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

for His glory is above the earth and 

heaven.” (Psalm 148:13) 

 

Tabernacle Crafters For Christ 
 

Our group is taking a brief break over the holidays from our kit making meetings. Look for upcoming meeting  

information in the bulletin and next months newsletter. However, if you are anxious to start sewing again, kits are 

available so please contact Paula Gilgo for more information at (252) 670-4546. Thank you again for support of our ministry!  

 

 

Merry Christmas from your TBC Media Library 

Staff…Shannon Canady, Gayla Hallmark, Diane Hanyo  

& Virginia Ballard 
 

We have quite a few new Christmas based books.  Curl up with  

your children under the Christmas tree with a delightful look at the 

Christmas nativity from a child’s view. 
 

We also have several new books recommended by Pastor Gleason; 

“Knowing God and Concise Theology” by J.J.  Piper and  

 

 
 

“The Reason for God” by Tim Keller.  From our new Youth  

Minister, Aaron Allen; “The Unquenchable Flame” by Michael 

Reeves, “The Theology of the Reformers” by Timothy George and 

“Worship by the Book” by  D.A. Carson. 
 

Come by and experience Christmas in the TBC Media Library! 
 

Keeping Christ in Christmas! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJi_Tu0b_QAhXFSCYKHa3XBCYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fprek-8.com%2Fholiday%2FChristmas%2FChristmasColoringPages_index1.php&bvm=bv.139782543,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNE8MY
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 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD:   

God did it...again! 
December is here and another 

collection season has now 

come and gone.  Wow.  We 

are so amazed (but not at all  

surprised) by God's incredible 

faithfulness yet again this year 

in allowing us to partner with 

Him in attaining our lofty 

"God-sized" goal of 2,500 

shoeboxes (1,700 at the pack-

ing party) and raising $11,900 

in shipping.  Our OCC Team 

knew this was quite a stretch and it made us nervous, but that just 

meant it allowed God room to work.  And work, He did!  Not 

only did we reach both goals, God exceeded them with your 

help: 2,700 total boxes were collected. $11,900 was needed to 

ship the packing party boxes and just over $12,000 was  

collected  To God be all the glory and honor!!! 

 

A few quick announcements: 

-NO MORE TOOTHPASTE OR CANDY 

ALLOWED STARTING IN 2017 
Because more and more shoeboxes are getting held up 

in international ports due to government inspections and con-

cerns about expiration dates on toothpaste tubes and candies, 

Samaritan's Purse has made the difficult decision to no longer 

allow those items to be included in the boxes.  So beginning next 

year, we will not be collecting them for our packing party and if 

any are found in boxes by volunteer inspectors at the processing 

centers, they will be removed.  Although Samaritan's Purse un-

derstands that so many of us enjoy including these well-loved 

items in our gifts and the children enjoy receiving them just as 

much, they cannot allow something to continue if it is hindering 

the advancement of the Gospel to the ends of the earth.  And 

that's the #1 goal of OCC: bringing children to Jesus.  Thank you 

for your understanding in this important change.   

-Please save your non-secular Christmas cards for us again this 

year!  They were a true blessing last month at the packing party 

and are well on their way now to countries around the world with 

your hand-written messages of hope and love.  What better way 

to repurpose those beautiful cards than to use them to share the 

love of Christ with a waiting child?  Feel free to drop them in the 

OCC collection box in the FLC foyer after the Christmas holi-

days.  

 

-Shop the after-Christmas clearance sales!  Please help us be on 

the lookout for great deals on stuffed animals, toys, etc. after the 

Christmas holidays, either online or in the stores.  We greatly 

depend on finding deals on large quantities of items in order to 

fill more boxes, so we appreciate your help!  The first shoebox 

filled must be just as special and complete as the last one because 

when each child opens their individual box, it is like giving the 

gift to Jesus Himself.  Don't we want to always give Him our 

very best? 

 

-We need YOU to join our team!   

Please come and join Tabernacle's 

OCC Team and be a part of what 

God's doing on a year-round ba-

sis through this ministry.  We will 

meet again at the end of January to 

begin planning for our 2017 kickoff 

in early March and would love to 

have more passionate hearts join us in 

our mission to reach the lost with the 

gospel.  We need help with monthly 

inventory counts, fundraising events, 

crocheting flowers, sewing dresses, 

pencil bags, tote bags, and 

more.  Contact Michelle Copeland at 

638-6424 or 

copelandm@embarqmail.com for more information.        
 

Thank you again, faithful Tabernacle 

family and have a blessed Christmas! 

 Parenting Conference 
The Ten Biggest Mistakes Parents Make  
(and How to Stop Them) 
by John Rosemond 
at Tabernacle on Sunday, January 29, 2017 from 2:00 to 5:30 pm 
 

Explaining themselves to their children, doing for them what they are perfectly capable of doing for them-

selves, praising every little thing they do, using consequences that are, in the final analysis, meaning-

less...these are but four of the ten biggest mistakes parents make, and make over and over and over again. In 

this provocative yet humorous presentation, John Rosemond's message is, "You ARE a good parent; you don't 

need to do anything more than you're already doing; you just need to stop doing these ten things and every-

thing will fall neatly into place." Simple, commonsensical, practical...as easily said as done.  
 

Childcare available, but MUST sign up in advance. 
 

Check the bulletin for more info on tickets 
 

 

mailto:copelandm@embarqmail.com
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Memorials and Honorariums  
Contributions have been made to the  

Capital Improvements Fund  

in honor of:  

Nancy Minschew 

Good Stewards Class 
 

Contributions have been made to the  

Building Fund in honor of:  

Tracy and Carolyn Thomas 

Ellie Hudson 
 

Contributions have been made to the  

Building Fund in memory of:  

Heddi Nuzzi 

Anonymous 

Charles Bratton 

Christine Wright 
 

Marie Vinsant 

TBC Deacons 
 

Contributions have been made to the  

Gideons  in appreciation of:  

our Pastors and Staff  

Dr. Scott Gleason 

Rev. Aaron Allen 

Rev. John Strickland 

Mrs. Jane Ferguson 

Paul Murphy SS Class 

 

Contributions have been made to the  

Building Fund in memory of:  

Charles Gupton 

Dave & Debbie Fraser 
 

(reprint) 

Contributions have been made to the  

Haiti Mission Fund in appreciation of:  

our Pastors and Families for the blessing  

they are to our Church 

Dr. Scott & Bekah Gleason 

Rev. Aaron & Ashley Allen 

Rev. John & Jessica Strickland 

Mrs. Jane & George Ferguson 

Dennis & Diane Hanyo 

Dear Church Family, 

I am so very thankful for my church family.  I appreciated each and every prayer, call, card and meal given to me in the loss of 

my Mom. I’m so very thankful to God for allowing Jim and I to celebrate her 92nd birthday with us.   

Blessings to all, 

Carol Koebele 

Thank You’s 

Discipleship Training 
 

Read Thru the Bible 

Facilitated by Sam Dotson 

Sundays at 9:15 am located in 

Classroom across from Adult 2 
Join us as we go through the Bible:  

Currently we are studying the Book of 

Ezra.    

 

The Peacemaker: A Biblical Guide 

to Resolving Personal Conflict 

By Ken Sande 

Facilitated by Diann Bucher  

Mondays in December at 7:00 pm 
Experience the healing power of biblical 

peacemaking as you learn to apply 

scriptural principles to conflict in the 

world around you. Parse the elements of 

arguments and begin to see that there’s 

not really any difference that can’t be 

overcome with the right perspective. 

Practical guidance for resolving all 

types of conflict and hope for relation-

ships you thought were unsalvageable. 

 

Lord, I Want to Know You 

By Kay Arthur 

Facilitated by Diann Bucher  

Mondays from 7:00 pm  

Beginning February 6th 
When you know God more fully by 

studying His names--Creator , Healer, 

Protector, Provider, and many others--

you'll gain power to stand strong in tri-

als, pain and times of darkness. Your 

walk with God will be transformed.  

 

In Search of a King 

By JD Greear 

Facilitated by Bobbie Downing 

Mondays at 6:00 pm -December 4, 

18 & 25 at 5012 Lakeshore Drive 
David’s story is in the Bible to point us 

forward to another King who was com-

ing. This king would not only be from 

God, but would be God Himself. Da-

vid’s story is going to point us to Jesus, 

the son of David, who would be the 

King of Kings. 

 

1 Corinthians 

By John MacArthur 

Facilitated by Bobbie Downing 

Mondays at 6:00 pm  

Beginning January 2, 9, & 16  

2 Corinthians beginning January 

22nd at 5012 Lakeshore Drive 
The apostle Paul is under mounting 

pressure to provide doctrinal direction  

to maturing churches before they go 

astray. The Corinthian church refused  

to separate themselves from their old, 

pagan ways, and their worldliness was 

affecting the church’s priority of spread-

ing the gospel. Paul gives Christians 

black-and-white boundaries in a gray 

world. As he explains doctrinal truths 

directly relating to sin and righteous-

ness, he outlines a foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

I Thessalonians 

Facilitated by Margie Castleberry 

LADIES Study  

Tuesdays at 12:30-2:30 pm  

in Adult II 
“Let the Word of Christ richly dwell within 

you...” Colossians 3:16 

Come join us as we continue to study God’s 

Word together so that it might dwell in us 

and transform us...so we can know Him and 

make Him known. Paul wrote this letter to 

strengthen the Thessalonian Christians in 

their faith and give them assurance of 

Christ’s return. It is a letter of exhortation 

and comfort. He challenges them to please 

God in their daily living and comforts them 

by reminding them of the hope of resurrec-

tion. He warns them to be prepared at all 

times for Jesus Christ’s return. It is a letter  

of practical advice for Christian living. We 

would love for you to join us as we continue 

this study! 

 

Men’s Bible Studies: 
Meets Tuesdays at 6:30 am at Country 

Biscuit on Broad Street  

Facilitated by Denny Bucher  
 

Meets Tuesdays at 6:30 pm at in  

Youth-Middle School Classroom  

Facilitated by Jimmy Thames 
 

Meets Thursdays at 7:00 am at Country 

Biscuit on Broad Street  

Facilitated by Leroy Alligood 



THE TABERNACLE 

Dr. Scott Gleason 

Senior Pastor 

 

 

Mrs. Jane Ferguson 

Director of Children  

 

 

Rev. Aaron Allen 

Associate Pastor of Students 

 

 

Rev. John Strickland 

Associate Pastor of Music 

WEEKLY EVENTS: 

Sunday: 

       9:15 AM Sunday School for the Whole Family, Discipleship 

  Classes 

      10:30 AM Morning Worship Service  

        6:00 PM Evening  Service, Parents/Youth Christian  

  Foundations 

Monday: 
        5:00 PM Unity Meal 

        6:00 PM Discipleship Class-5012 Lakeshore Dr.,  

        7:00 PM Ladies Bible Study 

 

Tuesday: 

        6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study @ Country Biscuit 

      12:30 PM  Ladies Bible Study 

        6:15 PM Worship Band/Vocal Teams 

        6:30 PM Men’s Bible Study in Youth- Middle School Rm., 

  Prison Ministry 

 

Wednesday:     
       10:00 AM Joy Choir 

         5:00 PM Family Night Supper  

         6:00 PM Prayer Worship Service, Preschool & Children’s  

  Choir, Youth Bible Study 

         7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir, Prayergram Ministry 

 Thursday: 

         7:00 AM Men’s Fellowship Breakfast @ Country Biscuit                 

         9:00 AM Quilters 

         5:00 PM Unity Meal 

 

The following birthdays are people who are members of Tabernacle Baptist Church or are enrolled in Sunday School.   

If we have omitted someone, please contact the church office. 
Birthdays 

this month 

Unity Corner… 
 

When you read this we will have served our neighbors a wonderful Thanksgiving meal and provided  

them the opportunity to hear the gospel.  I pray the conversations our guests had with you, the smiles they 

received, and the sincere welcome facilitate them knowing we are all God's people together.  I cannot say thank 

you enough to the many volunteers in our church body who gave their time preparing and serving this meal.  It took 

so many of you to make this opportunity possible!  As we continue to see our guests each Monday and Thursday at the 

Unity meal (5 to 6pm) I ask you to pray for the ongoing conversations and friendships developing.  Pray for their burdens, 

their fears, and most importantly, their faith.   
 

As I often write about the meal time, I want to highlight another part of our ministry.  Every 2nd and 4th Monday of the month 

from 2 to 4pm we open the Food Pantry for families in need.  The number of families has increased this semester so understand we 

are serving another 70-80 people through the pantry.  With the recent increase we ask you to continue contributing as possible: 

Breakfast items, spaghetti, jelly, canned meats, coats, and blankets. 
 

Our next unique event is the Christmas Give-Away where we have Santa Clause for the children and a bag of 

groceries for the families.  We also send the children home with a Christmas book, toothbrush, toothpaste,  

and mittens.  This event is held, Monday, December 19th at 5pm.  We could use your help at 3pm with our 

assembly line filling the bags or at 5pm serving. 
 

Thank you for serving and praying with us.  If you have any questions or would like to serve with us please see 

Hugh Howard, Jim Jackson, or Michelle Smith. 
 

Sincerely, 

Michelle Smith 

  1.   Barbara Sterling 

2.   Scott Wilson 

3.   William Frey 

5.   Vanessa Sanderson 

5.   Scott Gupton 

5.   Bonnie May 

6.   Ricky Haskett 

6.   Anne Piner 

7.   Kirk Thomas 

7.   Buzzy Holton 

8.   Alyssa White 

8.   Billy Taylor 

8.   Laura Cole 

11. Elizabeth Schrimsher 

11. Dennis Bucher 

11. Holmes Wilson 

13. Micah Gleason 

13. Samantha Jones 

13. Niles Compton 

13. Phyllis Edens 

14. Avery Goodman 

14. Kathy Rogers 

14. Alice Holton 

15. Leroy Alligood 

15. Brenda Scott 

17. Aaron Allen 

18. Kimmey Seymore 

19. Jaydan Eckloff 

19. Adam Moore 

19. Marie White 

19. Pam Philippi 

20. Starlene Brown 

21. Matthew Rhodes 

21. Ken Wetherington 

21. Paula Wetherington 

21. Jack Smithwick 

21. Tommy Barrow 

23. Joane Sikorski 

27. Dailee Pendleton 

27. Glenda Wilson 

28. Madison Meadows 

28. Mary Batten 

28. Brenda Wood 

29. Aaron Heath 

30. Bobby Blanton 

30. Jessica Sherrer 

31. Sean Hartman 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjemLzny87QAhVIKiYKHYfsAF8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mycutegraphics.com%2Fgraphics%2Fchristmas%2Fsanta-behind-christmas-tree.html&psig=AFQjCNEL2Ve2azpNGw3yv
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Debbie Gibson               dgibson@tabernaclebaptist.com 

Missy Zachewicz               missy@tabernaclebaptist.com 

Kenny Bell                          kbell@tabernaclebaptist.com 

Susan Williams                  susan@tabernaclebaptist.com 

Dr. Scott Gleason      pastorscott@tabernaclebaptist.com 

Mrs. Jane Ferguson              jane@tabernaclebaptist.com             

Rev. Aaron Allen  aaron@tabernaclebaptist.com 

Rev. John Strickland            john@tabernaclebaptist.com 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 

 

 

Sanctuary Choir 

Christmas Party-FLC 

5 6 7 8 9 

 

 

Youth Christmas Party

-FLC 

10 

 

 

Adult 3 Christmas 

Party-FLC 

11 

 

 

 

Joy Choir Musical 

12 

 

Shut-In Mtg.  

 

Unity Food Pantry 

13 14 15 

HOJ Mike’s Farm 

Trip 

 

Preschool Christmas 

Program 

 

16 

 

Deacon Banquet-FLC 

17 

 

Parent’s Morning Out 

18 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Night of 

Worship 

19 

 

Unity Christmas Give-

away 

20 21 

 

 

 

Christmas Caroling 

22 

 

No Unity 

23 

Church Office Closed 

 

24            Christmas Eve 

 

 

Candlelight  

Communion  4PM 

25           Christmas Day 

 

No Sunday School 

 

      Morning Worship 

 

No PM Service 

26  

Church Office Closed 

 

No Unity 

27 

 

28 

 

No Service 

29 30 

Church Office Closed 

1/2 day 

31 

December 2016 

Staff Birthdays: 
17- Arron Allen 

24 - Debbie Gibson 

OCC Processing Center Trip Dec. 1-3 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * Lottie Moon Christmas Offering & International Missions Week of Prayer Emphasis December 4-11* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  



December 
Extended Teaching Care 

If you cannot serve as scheduled, please trade with someone else on this list.   

Please call Jane Ferguson @ 637-4166 ext. 401, by Wednesday of the week you are to serve so she can make corrections. 

Awana’s first half of the year has flown by on 

super-fast mode.  We cannot believe that we 

have only a few more club nights before we  

are on Christmas break.  Our last club night of 

December will be on the 11th and we will return to club on January 

the 8th.  We take this break so you can participate in all of our 

Christmas celebrations at church and also focus on your personal 

celebrations as a family.  We pray that you and your family have 

been blessed with a wonderful Thanksgiving and are prepared to 

have an even more amazing Christmas celebrating Christ our Lord. 
 

The end of November saw a lot of action at club.  The clubbers got 

rewarded for their hard work with ¼ book awards, they showed up 

and supported Operation Christmas Child packing shoe boxes on 

the weekend of the 12th, , then they had an opportunity to participate 

in the church goal for Lottie Moon Offering with a Coins and Cans 

for Lottie Moon Night at club.  All of the canned goods collected 

went to our church giving pantry to provide for those 

in need in our community this season. On the 20th 

Brenda Wood blessed our club with a wonderful 

presentation about Lottie Moon, encouraging club-

bers to understand Lottie’s ministry and why we still 

support the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering each 

year, truly was a great night. 
 

When we return after Christmas break it will be time to start 

GEARING up for our Awana Grand Prix, which is always an  

amazing event and promises to be even greater race this year. 
 

We pray that while we are on a small break that you and your  

family are blessed in your celebrations and travels and that Christ  

is at the center of all your amazing Christmas memories. 
 

God Bless and Merry Christmas! 

Laura and David Cole 

  DEC 4 DEC 11 DEC 18 CHRISTMAS 

BABIES Ericka Sanderson 

Juliana Price 

Katie Evans 

Vanessa Thomas 

Cathy Daniels 

Shirley Purvis 

Kay Adams 

Sandra Thames 

Chris Wright 

Shannon Canady 

Amber Coley 

2’s and 3’s Robert and Naomi 

Dail 

Charlotte Copeland 

Paula Gilgo 

Michelle Copeland 

Anthony and Yvette 

French 

Nan Gaylord 

Beth White 

Alyssa White 

Madison Gilgo 

Jane Ferguson 

4’s Helen  Sellards 

Carinna Gaylord 

Helen Sellards 

Lisa Mercier 

Helen Sellards 

Janice Eckloff 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – We have a class for you! 

3 Ideas to Get More from the Bible 

 

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?  “For Ezra had 

prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and 

to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in 

Israel” (Ezra 7:10, NKJV). 
 

Ezra provided us with a great model, not only as a teacher of God’s 

Word, but also for the hearer. This short verse, tucked away in the 

Old Testament, provides us with three ideas to get more from read-

ing and studying the Bible. 

WHAT DO I DO?  If you’re a Bible study teacher, Ezra’s example 

reminds you to… 

1. Prepare your heart as you seek God’s will; 

2. Obey God; and 

THEN you teach God’s Word. 

 

The Bible is meant to be obeyed.  Teacher, as you prepare to teach 

each week, be sure your preparation includes a desire to know 

God’s will, not only for your hearers, but also for your own life.  

Like Ezra, you must be willing to obey what God says in His Word, 

before you stand before your class/group and teach. As you prepare 

your heart and seek God’s will, you will get more from the Bible as 

you obey and make necessary changes in your own life.   

If you’re a student in a Sunday School class or in a small group, 

then you too must be willing to approach Bible study with a seeking 

heart, sincerely wanting to know God’s will.  Then, be willing to 

obey what God is teaching you. 

Please take the time to personally thank all of our wonderful teach-

ers who each week prepares diligently to lead in the studying of 

God’s Word.  If you are not involved in a Sunday school class, 

please do so.  Tabernacle has a class for everyone.  Let us help you 

find one. 

Dick Thomas 

 

http://www.sundayschoolleader.com/3-ideas-to-get-more-from-the-bible/
http://www.sundayschoolleader.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/3ideas.jpg


Tabernacle Preschool 
Monthly News  

 

“grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord  

and Savior Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18 

Cookies, cookies, cookies…. 
Do you like to bake? We could use your help! After our Christmas program, we will be sending home a 

small box of cookies, a craft and Nativity book with each child, with the hopes that each family will spend a 

little time together talking about the true meaning of Christmas, the birth of our Savior. If you would be 

willing to help us by baking cookies, please call the preschool, church office, or see Jane Ferguson. Thanks! 

Learn more about us 
www.tabernaclebaptist.com/preschool 

252-636-0680 
susan@tabernaclebaptist.com 

Fire Pit Fundraiser 
Have you been looking for an 

easy way to support the 

preschool ministry and invest 

in the lives of our 

preschoolers and their 

families? If so, then our Fire 

Pit Fundraiser is for you!  By 

purchasing a fundraiser ticket, 

you will be helping to 

improve items in the 

classroom, upgrading 

equipment on the playground, 

and providing scholarships for 

children in need. With each 

ticket you purchase, your 

name will be put in a drawing 

for a stone fire pit. Tickets 

may be purchased after 

church, from one of our board 

or staff members, or in the 

church office. The drawing 

will be December 7th. (A 

special thanks to Jeff White at 

Natural Stone Yard in James 

City, for donating the fire pit, 

and volunteering to install it 

for the winner!) 

Check Us Out 

on Facebook 

Tabernacle Preschool Board Members:  

Gayle Daras, Bob West, Sandy West, Janice McKay,             

George Ferguson, Juliana Price, Jane Ferguson. 

Tickets $3.00 each  or 2 for $5.00 

Please join us for our annual 

Christmas Program on 

Thursday, December 15 at 

6:30pm. Our PreK children 

will be presenting the Nativi-

ty story and all our children 

will be singing. It is a short 

and sweet program and we 

are sure you will be blessed!  

Everyone Welcome! 

Preschool Christmas 

Program-Thursday, 

December 15 at 6:30pm 

http://www.tabernaclebaptist.com/tabernacle-preschool-2
mailto:susan@tabernaclebaptist.com


Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. March April May June July Aug.

Portion of payment from General Fund 4,077 7,198

Designated Contributions Received 14,523 11,402
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FLC/Building Fund
2016 - 2017 Fiscal Year

Monthly Payment $18,600

Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. March April May June July Aug.

Under Budget 19,337 4,810

Contributions Received 68,552 83,079

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

35,000

40,000

45,000

50,000

55,000

60,000

65,000

70,000

75,000

80,000

85,000

90,000

95,000

General Fund Budgeted Contributions
2016/2017 Fiscal Year

Monthy Amount $87,889



 

 

 
 
 

December 16, 2016 

6:00 pm 

FLC 

DEACON 

 
 

        PARTY 

 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

October 1-31 

 

General Fund Offering             $  83,079.32 

Designated Offering                       $  41,147.72 

Total Offering           $124,227.04 

 

(September 1 through October 31) 

General Fund Offerings               $ 151,630.85 

 

General Fund Disbursements           $ 150,628.11 

 

Receipts Over (Under) Disbursements       $     1,002.74 

     

General Fund Balance—September 1       $   22,006.97 

 

General Fund Balance—October 31        $   23,009.71 
 

  FLC/Building Bank Account   $38,180.81 

 

Continuing in Faith Report 

Ben Jones Bank Account  $25,017.47 
Remaining Balance owed to Ben Jones Bank Account 

$ -0- 

NC Missions
Annie

Armstrong
Lottie Moon

Cooperative
Program

Atlantic
Association

Missionary
Support

EPIC

Baptist
Children's

Home

Remainder To Be Collected 1882 23000 18500 3100 1000 500

Designated Contributions Received 7318 2000 1500 500 500 500
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MISSIONS GIVING

2016-2017 Fiscal Year

Christmas Card 

Mail Box Center! 

Every year, we have a mail 

box center for our Christmas 

cards.  This is a great way to 

give a wonderful Christmas 

greeting to your friends and 

family at Tabernacle. It will 

be located by the elevator.  

You can donate the money 

you save on stamps to  

the Lottie Moon Christmas 

Offering.  


